THE LAST GENRO                        365

face clean at the lord's side like a frog in the rain. Our lord is broad-
minded, but I wonder whether he will be patient with someone like
you for ever and ever."

"Keep quiet! Pack your things and get ready to leave this house!
You jabbering, jealous creature!"

Saionji returned from his short boat ride with his daughter.

"My lord, Takekoshi-sama is waiting for you."

"Takekoshi-san, glad to see you. At last you honor me by visiting
my hut."

"Prince, it was my great desire to come-"

"I know, you have been busy. How do you like my place?"

"Oh, Prince Saionji, it far exceeds your description. It's refreshing
and lovely. What is the name of your new home, Prince?"

"Huh, the 'Zagyostf-99

"It sounds very poetic. I suppose there is some classic reference?"

"Huh, it's an allusion to something in Chinese history and to my
position in state affairs together with the nature of this locale. The
name was suggested by the former Minister of the Imperial House-
hold, Viscount Watanabe."

"How fitting!"

"Do you know, Takekoshi-san, that in the adjoining yards I often
see the fisherwomen's washing, including the women's red loin-cloths."

"Haw, haw-Prince Saionji!"

"Don't you think this place a great improvement over what I had
some years ago at Oiso, before I acquired my Oiso cottage? Do you
remember that rented shack?"

"Yes, I do very well-Fll never forget it!"

"Maybe because when the Crown Prince proposed to call on me
there, you hid yourself in the chambermaid's room. Later I told the
incident to Genro Ito. He was exceedingly amused, knowing you and
the circumstances.

"That reminds me that his widow sold the Sorokaku with die Four
Sages' Arbor for one hundred and twenty thousand yen."

"Is that so?"

"By the way, what is the public attitude towards the new Cabinet
under the Premier, Admiral Kato Tomosaburo?"

"The people are seemingly satisfied with the Admiral. His achieve-
ment at the Washington Naval Limitation Conference has.proved his
statesmanship. Under him, retrenchment in both the Navy and Army: